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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER OF CULTURE, GENDER, 
ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORT FOR THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION FOR 2019 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Board of Directors, Management, and staff of the 
Sports Development Foundation (SDF) for the work done for 2019 and I 
encourage them to continue to strive for excellence. This report is on the 
period 2019 as the SDF operates a calendar year, having been granted 
special leave to do so by the Ministry of Finance. 
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2020, however, the year in which the report is being presented, 
represents the twenty-fifth year of operations for the Foundation. 
Unfortunately, the COVID 19 Corona Virus Pandemic intervened, and we 
have not yet been able to begin celebrations. 
 

Celebrations, however, must be held in the appropriate form, as this 
institution has made its contribution to the sporting landscape of this 
country and has assisted in making Jamaica the beacon that it has 
become in the eyes of Jamaicans and the international community. 

Spawned in 1995, the SDF has maintained a consistency in performance, 
even as the number of national associations it supports has grown from 
eleven back then to forty-two, with another seventeen waiting in the 
wings. We may not be able to have the physical activities that would 
normally accompany a milestone of this sort but I would encourage the 
SDF to ensure that the public is made aware of the many fields, courts, 
seating facilities, change rooms, and numerous other physical facilities 
that have been built for the benefit of the sporting fraternity. In addition, 
there is the invaluable support provided to national associations as well 
as communities and schools. 

The year 2019 was a challenging one but that is when the best is brought 
out of those who are made of stern stuff. Our National Sporting 
Associations continued to receive their monthly stipends. A total of 
$210.3 million was disbursed to the forty-one organizations for whom 
they currently provide regular support and another $104.3 million as 
special allocation based on specific requests for additional support. It 
should be noted that funds have been allocated to sporting bodies, 
which are not yet regular recipients of stipends but have been 
considered worthy of support. 



3 
 

From a budgetary allocation of $536.8 million the SDF was able to 
execute $107.6 million worth of infrastructure works. In addition, the 
SDF also provides grants to government institutions with sporting 
mandates like the Institute of Sports (INSPORTS) and Independence 
Parks Limited (IPL) and for 2019 this amounted to $43.1 million. 

The SDF continues to be worthy of emulation regarding its reporting 
standards and we look forward their continued inspirational work in the 
coming years. 

 

Olivia Grange MP, CD 
Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TTHHEE  CCHHAAIIRRMMAANN’’SS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  
 

Thirteen Board meetings, 12 Allocations/Projects 
Committee meetings, 12 Finance Committee 
meetings, five Human Resource Committee 
meetings and one each Audit and Advisory 
Committee meetings for one year is an indication of 
an organization, which takes its work seriously. I 
thank my colleague Directors for the sacrifice they 
make to dedicate their time to this worthy cause. 
Despite challenges we make our plans and as soon 
as the resource changes are identified we make the 
adjustments and soldier along as best we can. 

2019 was indeed a challenging year. Paradoxically, 
it was the year when, for a while we anticipated a budget that could really cut into the backlog 
of infrastructure works to be executed. Instead we received the lowest allocation since 2013. 
To say that this was disappointing is an understatement. Nevertheless, I want to commend 
the resilience of those with whom I work. From our Hon. Minister and her team at the Ministry, 
through my colleague Directors and the staff of the SDF, we were able to make a distinct 
impact in all areas of responsibility. Let me pause to acknowledge and welcome Mrs. Mexine 
Bisasor, who joined the team during the year and certainly made her mark. 

Although the total allocation of $536.8 million is what was received, we still managed to 
implement infrastructure projects to the extent of $107.6 million. The National Sporting 
Associations received $210.3 million as their monthly subventions to keep them going and 
we were also able to allocate another $104.3 million as special allocations in response to 
various urgent requests for assistance. 

The SDF continued to maintain its record of submission of statutory reports on time. 
Regarding procurement, the highest level of compliance with the regulations and collaboration 
with the Integrity Commission was maintained.  Our auditors continue to commend us for the 
adherence to international accounting standards. 

With all the foregoing I think I should use this opportunity to make a case for greater allocation 
to sport, particularly through the Foundation. This is based on our stewardship, but more so 



on the fact that sport can be a game changer at the national level. It offers some level of 
employment as well as leisure time activity for the youth. There is also the psychological 
impact that sport has on the populace. The business opportunities of each sporting activity to 
individual participants and the nation as a whole need to be explored and exploited and the 
cumulative impact on tourism at the international level is worthy of our collective 
consideration. 

 

GEORGE SOUTAR CD, QC 
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Key Output 

 
1st Quarter 

 
2nd Quarter  

 
3rd Quarter 

 
4th Quarter 

 
Total 

Sports infrastructure including  
iii) Rehabilitation of fields and courts 
at schools and communities 
islandwide 
iv) Replacement of lights at 
Independence Park Limited 
v) Installation of lights for night use in 
communities  

 
 
 
 

$100.292m 

 
 
 
 

$36.000m 

 
 
 
 

$53.392m 

 
 
 
 

$47.416m 

 
 
 
 

$237.100m 

 
Improve administrative and   technical 
development of sports through grants 
to national sports associations.  

 
 
 
 

$45.499m 

 
 
 
 

$42.549m 

 
 
 
 

$51.729m 

 
 
 
 

$33.699m 

 
 
 
 

$173.476m 
The purchase of tickets for sporting 
events 

$7.050m $7.950m $6.150m $0.000m $21.150m 

 
Enhance sports curriculum. Increase 
community sports development 
through grants to Government 
Agencies. 

 
 
 

$17.563m 

 
 
 

$7.085m  

 
 
 

$9.085m 

 
 
 

$9.381m 

 
 
 

$43.114m 

Special Project 
Jamaica International Invitational 
Track Meet  
Racers Grand Prix  

 
 $5.600m 

 
 
 
 

 
$8.400m 

 
$10.500m 

 
 

 
 
 

$3.500m 

  
$14.000m 

 
$14.000m 

 
 

Assist other organizations involved in 
sport 
a)b) Summer Camp   
c) UWI/SDF Research Project          

 
 
 

$5.000m 
 

 
 

$5.000m 
 
 

 
 

$10.000m 
$5.000m 

 
 
 

 
 

$15.000m 
$10.000m 

 
Athletes Welfare 
Assist athletes and administrators for 
training, scholarships, medical 
expenses, stipends  

 
 
 

$5.000m 
 
 
 

 
 
 

$5.000m 
 
 
 

 
 
 

$5.000m 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

$4.800m 
 
 
 

 
 
 

$19.800m 
 
 
 

 
Special Allocations 

To assist other organizations in 
funding sport related activities 

 
 
 

$7.800m 

 
 
 

$5.200m 

 
 
 

$5.000m 

 
 
 

$8.400m 

 
 
 

$26.400m 
Total $193.804m $127.684m $148.856m $103.696m $574.040m 
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