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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER OF CULTURE, GENDER, 
ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORT FOR THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION FOR 2020 

 

The Board, management and staff of the Sports Development 

Foundation must again be congratulated for the work done in a year 

that was novel. The advent of the Novel Corona Virus, Covid 19 created 

circumstances that none of us had experienced previously. To have 

come through all that with an outstanding record in the area of 

infrastructure development indicates the adaptability of all involved. 

Not being able to celebrate the 25th year of its existence as we would 
have liked is unfortunate but surviving a year of pandemic and all that 
came with it can be considered as worthy of celebration.  
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The closure of the sporting industry across the world was devastating 
and we all lamented the inability to engage and excel as we are used to 
doing. As a government we were proud to have maintained the 
monthly allocations to the national sporting bodies throughout the 
pandemic, even as all else ground to a halt. Being able to make a first 
payment to those athletes preparing for the Olympics, then scheduled 
for 2020, was another achievement making the Foundation and 
government proud. 

In spite of a repurposed budget, which saw approximately 10% being 
cut, we were able to ramp up infrastructure expenditure, as this activity 
was not in breach of the covid protocols. Expenditure in this area 
increased from $107m in 2019 to $180m, an increase of 68%. 

I commend the resilience of the staff and thank my Directors for 
pivoting appropriately during a period that saw unprecedented 
challenges locally, regionally, and internationally. I use this medium to 
exhort all stakeholders to exercise our spirit of resilience, creativity, and 
cooperation as  we work towards the revival of the sporting sector. 
May these challenges serve to further confirm the real role of sport as 
an industry. 

 

Olivia Grange MP, CD 
Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport 

 

 

 



 

 

TTHHEE  CCHHAAIIRRMMAANN’’SS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  
 

And so we thought 2019 was a challenging year 
and so it was. But late in 2019 we began to hear 
about something called Novel Corona Virus, with a 
precise name Covid-19. No doubt many prayers 
went up, with the hope that it would not find its 
way to Jamaica. 

By March of 2020 hopes were dashed as we 
received word that the virus had found its way to 
our shores. Within the next few weeks we were to 
begin experiencing developments unprecedented 
in our annals. The world was being ravaged by a 
pandemic and Jamnaica was no exception. Our 

budget had to be repurposed and we began to learn more about masking, sanitizing and 
working from home at levels not before seen by this generation. 

With typical SDF doggedness we soldiered on and again I have to pay special tribute to the 
staff, who adapted well to the crisis and managed to execute in the area of infrastructure 
development. The fact that this aspect of our work did not breach the various protocols 
allowed us to outperform previous years as sporting facilities were completed across the 
country, in spite of the various lockdowns. With most traditional sporting activities curtailed 
due to the pandemic we were able to spend $180.5 million on infrastructure projects, 
representing 79.6% of budget. Historically we have come to see 60-65% of budget as a 
good mark when it comes to infrastructure project execution, due mainly to the vagaries of 
project execution, including the weather, procurement and other such challenges. And so a 
rounded 80% is worthy of mention. The outflow on infrastructure increased from $107.6m in 
2019 to $180.5m, an increase of 67.8%. 

2020 was our 25th year of existence and unfortunately we were not able to celebrate this 
milestone in any significant way. Even the honouring of staff, many of whom have served 
over twenty of those years, had to be postponed.  

Intriguingly national elections were called during the year and here I must pause to 
commend my colleague Directors for keeping things balanced during this event, in a 



 

 

Jamaica that can get very tricky at such times. The fact that the integrity of the SDF was not 
compromised during this process is a tribute to the level headedness displayed by the 
Directors and the cooperation of the staff as well as the parent Ministry. The elections were 
held in September and while there was no change in the governing party, the incumbent 
Board had to carry on to the end of the year, to await the appointment of a new Board. This 
can easily be overlooked, but requires significant restraint as a carry-on Board does not 
have the same authority as a duly apointed one. These were trying times and to this day the 
SDF carries a reputation of dignity and performance, in spite of the administrative 
challenges. 

The impact of the pandemic is indicated by the drop in expenditure on National Associations 
to $158 million, compared with $210.3 million in 2019, a fall of 33.1%. In the category of 
Athletes Welfare and Other Grants, the fall was 54.7% from $42.2 million to $19.1 million. 
All this was due to the cancellation of almost every major sporting activity locally, regionally 
and internationally. However, in an effort to prevent the sporting sector from shutting down 
completely, the government took the laudable decision to maintain the monthly stipends to 
associations designated to receive same from previous years. 

The reporting deadline for 2019 was extended to July 31, 2020 and we made it. Our record 
continues when it comes to meeting deadlines. However, it is the comments from our 
independent Auditors PricewaterhouseCoopers in their report to our Audit Committee, which 
fills me with pride to be associated with this organization: 

“We did not identify any instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations, nor 
did we change the planned scope of the Audit. What we planned to do is what we 
executed. We did not have any disagreements with management, and we did not 
identify suspected fraud involving management. Overall, the Audit was a very clean 
Audit, and we are confident that with the level of evidence that we have collected, we 
are set to issue an unqualified report.” 

May it continue to be so going forward. 

GEORGE SOUTAR CD, QC 
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Key Output 

 
1st Quarter 

 
2nd Quarter  

 
3rd Quarter 

 
4th Quarter 

 
Total 

Sports infrastructure including  
i) Rehabilitation of fields and courts at 
schools and communities islandwide 
ii) Installation of lights for night use in 
communities  

 
 
 
 

$52.441m 

 
 
 
 

$49.500m 

 
 
 
 

$35.500m 

 
 
 
 

$62.000m 

 
 
 
 

$199.441m 
 
Improve administrative and   technical 
development of sports through grants 
to national sports associations.  

 
 
 
 

$53.849m 

 
 
 
 

$45.049m 

 
 
 
 

$50.179m 

 
 
 
 

$34.099m 

 
 
 
 

$183.176m 
The purchase of tickets for sporting 
events 

$3.525m $4.725m $2.400m $0.000m $10.650m 

 
Enhance sports curriculum. Increase 
community sports development 
through grants to Government 
Agencies. 

 
 
 

$9.528m 

 
 
 

$11.529m 

 
 
 

$12.528m 

 
 
 

$9.529m 

 
 
 

$43.114m 

Special Project 
Jamaica International Invitational 
Track Meet  
Racers Grand Prix  

 
$6.000m 

 
 
 
 

 
$9.000m 

 
$15.000m 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
$15.000m 

 
$15.000m 

 
 

Assist other organizations involved in 
sport 
 Summer Camp   
Zoso Interventions 
PLCA 

 
 
 

$3.000m 
$3.600m 

 
 

$5.000m 
$1.500m 
$3.600m 

 
 

$10.000m 
$2.500m 

 
 
 

$3.000m   

 
 

$15.000m 
$10.000m 
$7.200m 

Athletes Welfare 
Assist athletes and administrators for 
training, scholarships, medical 
expenses, stipends  
 
Scholarships 

 
 
 

$4.800m 
 

$5.000m 
 

 
 
 

$4.800m 
 
 
 

 
 
 

$4.800m 
 

$3.000m 
 

 
 
 

$4.800m 
 
 
 

 
 
 

$19.200m 
 

$8.000m 

 
Special Allocations 

To assist other organizations in 
funding sport related activities 

 
 
 

$7.000m 

 
 
 

$6.000m 

 
 
 

$4.000m 

 
 
 

$4.000m 

 
 
 

$21.000m 
Total $148.743m $155.703m $124.907m $117.428m $546.781m 
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